
AULGFC Chairperson’s Report 2018/19  

The 2018/19 season has been a real success for the Club – both on and off the pitch. Our membership 

has gone from strength to strength and not only have we had an influx of players in the younger age 

groups, we have also seen a number of new players join in the older groups too. We have also continued 

to carry out activities outside of our core football ones and in the local community.  

I started the season as vice-Chair but have been Chair since the end of January. This was when Debs 

stepped down to concentrate on coaching the U9s team, where we have seen (as well as in the other 

Junior school age groups), increased interest from players as Girls’ football continues to become more 

and more mainstream. One of the reasons I am stepping down from this role is due to this growth and 

the fact that I don’t have enough time to help the club respond to this. As a committee we have always 

aimed to provide opportunities to as many ladies and girls as we can, but this season, I feel that we have 

mainly been reacting to the recent growth, whereas we need to become much more pro -active in our 

approach.  

That said, I believe that the Cub is currently in a very stable position and that we have established a 

real platform for us to push on and grow further.  

I hope that the new Chair, when voted in, will have the support of all the Club members, with sufficient 

offers of help to enable this to happen – and there are a number of exciting initiatives that we are hoping 

to progress in the coming year.  

On the pitch, I believe that it has generally been a very positive season and I will now read out a brief 

season summary from each of the Managers from our ten teams in support of this view:  

Ladies team – Mark Rogers The 2018/19 season was a much more successful season than the one 

before with an influx of some good news players and the return of a few ex -players. The team spirit 

and 'never give up' attitude of all the ladies made for an enjoyable season. Playing in the Thames Valley 

Counties Women's Football League Division 2, Aylesbury United came 5th in a league of 11 but this 

followed a slow start to the season due to new players taking time to get registered and bed into the 

squad. During the season there were some very good performances and we managed to score 

significantly more goals than the last few seasons as a new striker (3rd highest scorer in the league) and 

more pace added to our threat up front. We had a large squad during the season although due to family 

commitments, players at university, shift workers and schoolwork it meant that many were often not 

available. 24 players played at least one game for us during the season with 18 of those making at least 

10 appearances. Mark Rogers ran the team as manager with Beth Cameron taking the majority of the 

coaching. After 6 seasons in charge of the ladies Mark has stepped down as manager and will pass the 

reigns on to Beth who will take over as manager. The ladies are already looking forward to the 2019/20 

season with new players already showing interest although a few have also moved on.  
 

 

Social Ladies team – Sara Madden-Connor The Social team continues to attract new members and 

with the warmer and lighter evenings, we often find our 5-a-side pitch fielding up to 8-a-side! There 

is a hard core that has been around for a while and continued to turn up during the winter months. 

We entered the Berks and Bucks Women’s Recreational League for both the autumn and spring 

sessions and finished second in both the Autumn League and tournament - only losing out in the 

tournament final on penalties. We also won the Chalfont St Peter tournament, winning all our games.  
FA Mars Just Play awarded us a further £250 grant on top of last season’s £750, plus more advertising 

materials and equipment; saying that we are, “an established session that knows its target 

demographic well.” The Social team set up continues to provide football to women who otherwise 

would not get the opportunity to play, or who have never played before, as well as offering a 

transitional pathway to the Ladies 11-a-side league squad.  



Under 16 team – John Reid This year saw the Under 16's taking part in the Bedfordshire Girls League 

for the second season running. Last year the girls finished 4th and we were aiming to build on that. The 

season started slowly, with us dropping some silly points to teams who were beatable. However, despite 

this, the girls put together a good run of results and it saw them in the top half of the table before 

Christmas. The second half of the season continued in the same vein with us challenging at the top of 

the league as well as in the two cup competitions. The girls finished the league in 2nd position in the 

league, were beaten finalists in one of the cups and were winners of the other. With the league season 

over, the girls have started to play in the end of season tournaments, winning 1 of them so far. The 

Under 16's this season have also had to deal with 2 nasty injuries to Hollie and Zofia who have both 

recovered fully. We have also had to deal with a loss of a family member and a close friend to many of 

the girls (and the rest of the local community) when Luca Campanaro lost his life playing the sport, we 

all love. R.I.P Luca.  

Under 14 team – Nathan Kemp The U14s started the season playing 11 a side in the league for the 

first time. It has very much been a season of transition, with new players coming in and a different 

style of play. In the league the U14s finished a creditable 5th, winning 8 games, drawing 2 and losing 7. 

The U14s enjoyed a cup run through to the semi-finals before cruelly falling at the penultimate hurdle. 

The U14s have participated in three tournaments the more successful one being the Oxford City Girl’s 

tournament where we came runners up. This season was also James Howard’s last coaching the U14s 

and he would like to wish all the girls and the club all the best for the future. Marc Bolland has taken 

over as manager and preparations for next season are underway. A number of additional players 

expressed an interest in playing towards the end of the season, which should provide a bigger squad, 

giving more options on match days.  

Under 12 Golds team – Rob Huff The U12 Golds team were only formed in November and have gone 

from strength to strength in their debut season. They are a group of girls who are new to structured 

football playing in a 7 aside league and winning 2 matches against teams who are vastly more 

experienced. We now have 15 girls signed-on and Ready to make the step to 9 aside football and are 

proud to call ourselves Gold. The future looks bright!  
 

Under 12 Greens team – James Byrne To put it simply, in 16 years of doing this, I have never seen a 

team improve so much in 1 year as these girls have. I think we only won 4 games last season at U11s, 

and our 2 most developed players went to play for the U12 Whites as they needed to be playing Division 

1 football to continue their development. The rest of the girls were not ready for Division 1 football – 

in fact I would have accepted finishing 7th in Division 2 if I was offered it at the start of the season. 

However, through hard work and commitment to training and matches, these girls deservedly finished 

as runners-up in Division 2 and pushed the Whites all the way in a superb BGFL Cup Final.  
It is not about results though, and the girls have really gelled as a team, work so hard for each other 

and have made firm friends off the pitch. Massive thanks for Matt and Jenny for their unwavering 

support, advice and putting up with my random WhatsApp messages! Above all though, I want to 

thank each and every one of the girls, this has been my most enjoyable season ever and that is down to 

you all. Now let’s go and smash it in Division 1 next season!  

Under 12 Whites team – Jon Bishop This season we decided to challenge our girls by entering them 

into the u12’s Beds 1st division. With all bar 2 of our girls moving straight from 7 a side in the U10’s 

up to U12 9-a-side with offsides, the girls were not phased in the slightest. Adapting well, the girls 

charged into the season winning their opening 2 games comfortably. As the year went on, they 

continued to grow and challenged every team they came up against, most notably league winners Luton 

town who were high in their praise for the Whites after the girls pushed them all the way in all 3 games 

against them. A third-place finish in a highly competitive league was an outstanding result. The Whites 

then won the Bucks Girls League Cup after a fantastic all Aylesbury final. During the summer the girls 

have carried on the great form in tournaments, heading to Penn to win their U12’s competition, before 

winning the u12’s tournaments in Marlow, Thatcham and Ardley.  



Under 11 team – Paul Robinson The U11s main focus from the beginning of the season was to focus 

on their development rather than results, and I'm happy to report that the girls have continue to build 

from strength to strength. Despite coming up against opposition a lot stronger and developed, all the 

girls pushed and kept several games close, coming off the pitch the better team regardless of the end 

results. Half way through the season I brought in a second player of the match medals each game so 

managers as well as the away team could reward players in order to reward the girls for their efforts at 

match days and in turn this has helped some of the lesser developed girls feel good and boost their 

confidence. We have had a few issues trying to get a full team to some of the away games which has 

resulted into calling off a few games but some of this will also have been down to various year 6 school 

commitments. The team managed to finish 3rd in the Bucks and Beds plate competition and reached 

the semi-final of the County Cup.  

Under 10 team – Marcus White Our U10s have had an amazing season. We only a small number 

of players at the start of the season, however, we have grown and become a fantastic team through 

the season. The talent throughout the team is incredible. Although the league is classed as non-

competitive, we went through the whole season unbeaten, which is a great achievement. Also, taking 

the girls all the way to the Bucks cup final, being played at Thames ASM stadium and after a dominant 

performance we also won the final to lift our first trophy as a team. A very proud moment from 

myself, Jon and Rob. The team has grown together and are a lovely group of girls (and parents).  

Under 9 team – Debs Hewes We started the season following a successful taster session in July 2018 

that attracted about 8 new U9 girls. I stepped in as temporary coach, because the team didn't have one, 

and decided to continue as I was really enjoying it!  
We have lost a few girls, but mainly gained numbers, ending up with 17 signed on by the end of season. 

There isn't a league for U9s, so we took part in a monthly tournament set up by the BBFA and had a 

couple of friendlies. The girls have improved fantastically and have started to gel well as a team, I'm 

loo king forward to taking them on to U10s and entering the Bucks Girls U10 league next season.  

I’d like to say a massive thank-you to all the managers and coaches for their dedication and giving up 

so much of their time this season – especially to James Byrne who has been shortlisted by the Bucks 

FA as Grassroots Manager of the Year.  

Off the pitch. This year we have had a core committee of eight volunteers for most of the season, 

covering the day to day running of the club, finances, and welfare positions.  

Ongoing governance activities by the committee has enabled us to retain our Club’s Charter 

Standard again this year.  

We have held two taster sessions, picking up lots of younger players in particular, and plan a further 

one in a few weeks’ time to coincide with the culmination of the Women’s World Cup.  

The increase in players from events like these mean that we have also seen an increase in the number 

of volunteer coaches and managers – and we have been fortunate to date to have found sufficient 

volunteers to cover the increased number of teams.  

We have continued our sister club partnership with Reading Ladies which has given all members the 

opportunity to watch top-class football at a reduced rate – and have often had the chance to meet 

England players for selfies and autographs.  

As well as continuing to build ties with Reading, we have held some informal discussions with the 

Boys Section of the club to see how we can work more closely together moving forward. This is 

something we want to build on in the future in areas that may benefit both clubs, although we recognise 

that we are separate entities with different needs and have no plans to consider merging the clubs.  

We have also started building on our relationship with Bucks Sports Academy, who run Mini -Ducks 

and who have started a Girls’ Player Development Centre in Aylesbury.  



We have held a number of social events, including the Xmas party for the Juniors and the whole club 

presentation day - both being great successes.  

And many thanks to Jason for organising an inspiring “Female Futures in Sport” evening for which he 

has been shortlisted for the FA Grassroots Project of the Year award.  

As we look forward to next season, I believe that the Club is at a stage where we can really push on 

and grow. In order to help with that, we have already started looking at making some changes to the 

volunteer roles we feel are required to support this.  

But the bottom-line is that to fully achieve our goals, and to provide our children with the best 

experience we can, we need to all pull together with as many people helping their club out 

wherever they can.  

Many thanks, 

Andrew Henley  
 


